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Introduction
The Andrews Labor Government has made a commitment to
protect the rights of all Victorian workers. We all have the right
to be safe at work.
Approximately 1 in 3 Australian homes contain asbestos. Although
asbestos was fully banned in 2003, it's estimated that asbestosrelated diseases still claim 4000 Australian lives every year.
National asbestos awareness week is held annually to educate
Australians about the prevalence of asbestos containing materials,
the fact they may be found in unexpected places and the associated
risks.
To support National asbestos awareness week 2020 (23 – 29
November), WorkSafe is hosting a free ‘Asbestos in Victoria’
webinar at 1 – 2.30 pm on Friday 27 November.
WorkSafe’s occupational hygiene specialists will be joined by leading
medical asbestos-related disease experts Professor Tim Driscoll
(University of Sydney), Dr Tom John (Peter MacCallum Cancer
Centre) and Executive Director Simone Stevenson (Victorian
Asbestos Eradication Agency). During the webinar attendees can also
hear from mesothelioma sufferer, Brian Healy, about his experience
with asbestos and his journey since being diagnosed in 2017.
If you have any queries regarding the use of this material, please
email communications@worksafe.vic.gov.au.
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Asbestos in Victoria webinar

About the webinar
Join WorkSafe and guests to hear about how the use of asbestos, even after its ban in 2003, still impacts
Victorian lives and the strategies in place to reduce exposure.

Brian Healy
Latrobe Valley resident
and former Gippsland
TAFE teacher who was
sadly diagnosed with
mesothelioma in 2017.
Brian shares his
experience to raise
awareness of the
devastating impact
asbestos related disease
causes.

4

Dr Tim Driscoll
Professor at the Sydney
School of Public Health
(University of Sydney),
Tim’s main areas of
interest include the
burden of occupational
disease and injury;
occupational cancer and
exposure to occupational
carcinogens, particularly
asbestos and
occupational lung
disease.

Dr Tom John
Medical oncologist with
extensive experience
researching
immunotherapy support
for mesothelioma
sufferers. Tom is
currently working to
progress his research
through a joint project
with Peter MacCallum
and a UK research
provider.

Halil Ahmet
WorkSafe’s Principal
Occupational Hygienist
has been providing
technical asbestos
advice in relation to the
occupational health and
safety legislation for 20
years. Over his career,
Halil has witnessed
many changes in
regulations to decrease
asbestos exposure in
Victoria.

Simone Stevenson
Executive Director of the
Victorian Asbestos
Eradication Agency (VAEA)
since December 2016.
Simone provided advice on
the establishment of the
Asbestos Safety and
Eradication Agency and the
development of the National
Strategic Plan for Asbestos
Management and
Awareness.

Subject line: Sign up for WorkSafe’s free webinar during National
asbestos awareness week

Email
Use the copy and artwork provided
to email information about the
webinar to your networks.

Download email artwork

Did you know asbestos was used in more than 3000 common
materials before it was banned? It’s still found in 1 in 3 Australian homes,
lurking in things like walls, eaves and flooring.
This National asbestos awareness week, join WorkSafe and guests for a
free ‘Asbestos in Victoria’ webinar from 1 – 2.30 pm on Friday 27
November. Hear about how the use of asbestos, even after its ban in
2003, still impacts Victorians and learn about the strategies in place to
reduce exposure.
WorkSafe’s occupational hygiene specialists will be joined by:
Brian Healy, a mesothelioma sufferer
Professor Tim Driscoll (University of Sydney)
Dr Tom John (Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre)
Executive Director Simone Stevenson (Victorian Asbestos Eradication
Agency).
Sign up today for the virtual event to secure your spot.
You will receive your access link a couple of days prior to the event.

Sign up
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To find out more about where asbestos might be lurking, visit:
asbestos.vic.gov.au

Social media post option one:
This National asbestos awareness
week, join WorkSafe and guests for
a free 'Asbestos in Victoria’ webinar
from 1 – 2.30 pm on Friday 27
November. Hear about how the use
of asbestos, even after its ban in
2003, still impacts Victorians and
learn about the strategies in place
to reduce exposure. Sign up today:
https://bit.ly/32kE0Hg

Social media
Use the copy and creative provided to
promote the webinar to your networks via
social media. The creative is suitable for
Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn. Be sure
to use the correct image dimensions for
each social media platform.
Download social media assets
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Social media post option two:

Asbestos is found in 1 in 3 Australian
homes. To support National asbestos
awareness week, WorkSafe is hosting
a free ‘Asbestos in Victoria’ webinar to
raise awareness about the impact
asbestos exposure still has on Victorian
lives and the strategies in place to
reduce exposure.
Sign up: https://bit.ly/32kE0Hg

